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A TREE’S PLACE IN THE ROW

• The Three F’s
• Application Period for Iowa DOT 

District & Roadside
• What Can You do to Help?
• Cheaper for you isn't cheaper or 

free for the DOT
• What looks natural, probably isn’t



A TREE’S PLACE IN THE ROW
THE 3 F’S

FUNCTION FORM FRINGE BENEFITS



THE THREE F’S FOR ROADSIDE

Function
• Living Snow Fence
• Backslope stabilization
• Reduced Mowing
• Herbicide Spray Reduction
• Softens the edge for neighbors

Form
• Native Species

• Iowa Ecotype/Locally Grown

• Makes the ROW Interesting

Fringe Benefits
• Pollinator Habitat

• Driver Fatigue Reduction

• Erosion Control

• Noise attenuation/screening



APPLICATION PERIOD FOR 
THE IOWA DOT DISTRICT 

& 
ROADSIDE DEVELOPMENT



WHAT AM I LOOKING FOR?
• Beautification Plantings: $2,500,000 Annually

• DOT/DNR Tree fund Plantings: $300,000 Annually

• Community Visioning Projects: $10,000-$200,000 
Annually

• Planting Permits

• Mitigation (Permits required for Treble Damages/Torts)

• Asset/Legacy Trees

• No magic layer on the GIS Portal for now



WHERE AM I LOOKING?
• Roadside Development Projects (ERMS/Paper 

Archives)

• DOT/DNR Tree fund (Paper Archives)

• Community Visioning Projects: (ISU Extension, Cities, 
Counties, & Visual Identification)

• Planting Permits (Districts/Paper Archives)

• Mitigation (Districts/Permits required for Treble 
Damages/Torts)

• Asset/Legacy Trees (Visual Identification)

• Share Mitigation story (buried in the archives)



WHY?

THERE ARE A LOT OF 
REASONS FOR THE 

VEGETATION TO BE THERE



WHY WE CARE?

Function
• Reduction in snow removal

• Reduction in mowing

• Reduction in herbicide use

• District paid for Living Snow Fence

• State Taxpayer Investment

• Reduced staff for maintenance

Form
• Beautification Budget: $2,500,000

• DOT/DNR Tree Fund: $300,000

• Community Visioning

• Planting Permits

• Remediation

• Asset

Fringe Benefits
• Lowest care needed

• Exemplifies Iowa’s natural 
roadside beauty



WHY IT TAKES TIME?
…I have 5 sources to scour



UTILITY REQUESTS
• Time to Research 

• Time to visit

• Time to evaluate purpose the vegetation serves
• Determine Funding Source



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO 
HELP?



WHAT YOU CAN DO?
• Follow the Policy for Accommodating & Adjustment of Utilities on the 

Primary Road System
• Avoid Plantings 
• Prepare your Application Early for the District; don’t submit it a month 

prior to your expected construction start

• Propose the smallest footprint of removal to achieve your objective
• Be patient

• Expect cost with your proposed removals to cover replanting/treble 
damages



TREBLE DAMAGES

• Trees Removed = 3 Replacement Trees 
• Planted as per DOT specification
• 2 full growing  seasons to ensure reestablishment of the planting

• Taken without permission/no permit = Tort/Insurance



FREE OR CHEAP EASEMENT 
≠ 

FREE TO IOWA DOT



WHAT LOOKS NATURAL
PROBABLY ISN’T

(STORY TIME ABOUT THE DOT PLANTING STYLE)



WHAT LOOKS NATURAL TO YOU, WAS DESIGNED…

WE PROBABLY SPENT $200,000-$500,000 TO INSTALL THAT 
PLANTING ALONG A BYPASS

OR

WE PROBABLY SPENT $250,000-$350,000 TO PLANT THAT 
INTERCHANGE



COST OF VEGETATION REMOVAL 
TO THE DOT?

• Snow removal (DOT Maintenance Budget)
• Snow moves beyond the backslope

• Snow sifting (Accidents)
• snow glazes the road surface

• Sediment/Soil Structure Loss (Fines and cost of 
restoration)

• Slides
• Sedimentation

• Removal of Beautification (DOT Roadside & 3-4 
years of replacement planting)

• Removal of enhancements/assets 
• Non-renewable (Legacy Trees - can’t be 

replaced in our lifetime)



VISUAL 
QUALITY



AFFECTING 
ROADSIDE 

ENHANCEMENTS



IN SUMMARY
- YOUR REMOVAL WILL REQUIRE MITIGATION
- YOUR REMOVAL HAS COST 

- DOT (SAFETY/COST/TIME)
- YOU (TREBLE DAMAGES/MITIGATION)



THANK YOU!

SEANA GODBOLD, LA
Chief Landscape Architect, Iowa DOT

seana.godbold@iowadot.us
Office:  515-239-1424
Mobile: 515-357-1197

mailto:seana.godbold@iowadot.us
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