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Utilitycompanies
»

NotificationofwidthorheightrestrictionsonIowaprimaryhighways

February17,2014

InaccordancewiththestipulationsonallUtilityAccommodationpermits,utilitiesmaynotobstructor
closeprimaryhighwayswithoutpriorconsentoftheIowaDOT,exceptinemergencysituations.The
permitholdermustnotifytheDOT48hoursinadvanceofitsintentiontostartconstructionorperform
routinemaintenanceonthehighwayrightofway.Thepurposeofthisnoteistoremindyouofthese
requirementsandprovideguidanceonhowtogivepropernoticeandinformationtotheIowaDOT.

Evenshorttermpartialclosurescanhaveasignificantimpactontheoperationofhighwaysystem.The
IowaDOTisworkinghardtoimprovetheaccuracyoftheinformationprovidedbytheIowa511
travelerinformationsystem,(http://511ia.org/)butweneedyourhelp.Besidesprovidingrealtime
informationtothetravelingpublic,thissystemisalsousedbytheIowaDOTtorouteoversizeloads.
Havingaccurateinformationonthelocation,extentanddurationoflanerestrictionsiscriticalfortheir
routingprocesses.

Beforesettingupalaneclosureoranyvertical/horizontalrestrictiononaprimaryhighway,callyour
localIowaDOTmaintenancegarage,asshownontheIowaDOTDistrictswebpage,
http://www.iowadot.gov/districtshome.htmltodiscusstiminganddateoftheclosure/restriction.
Oncethemaintenancegarageconcurswiththetiminganddate,itisyourresponsibilitytocalltheIowa
DOTTrafficOperationsCenter(TOC)at(5152391440).TheTOCwilladdtheinformationtothe511



system,whichgeneratesanautomaticmessagetoIowaDOTMotorCarrierServices(MCS)andthe
Districtoffice.

Thisnotificationdoesnotreplacetheneedforapermitapplication.Permitsare
requiredforutilityaccommodationandforanyandallworkonrightofway,except
emergencywork.

Exceptinemergencysituations,48houradvancenoticeistheminimumrequired.Thepreferenceisfor
a10daynoticeaspermitsforoversizeloadsareissuedupto10daysinadvance.Ifa10daynoticeis
notpossible,MCSwillhavetocheckforpermittedloadsonthoseroutesforpossibleconflictsand
workwiththepermitholdersandDOTMaintenanceofficetoresolvetheconflicts.Inemergency
situations,notificationshouldbeprovidedassoonaspossible.

WhenprovidingnoticetotheIowaDOT,youwillneedtosupplydetailedinformationaboutthe
restriction.Itisadvisedyouhavethisinformation(last2pages)whenyoucalltheTOC.Thesame
detailedinformationtobeprovidedisalsolistedat:
http://www.iowadot.gov/local_systems/mailing/2014/january/511_information_form.pdf.

Ifyouhaveanyquestions,.Instead,youmaycontacteitheryour
localIowaDOTmaintenancegarageortheTOC.

Thankyouinadvanceforyourcooperation.

Sincerely,

BryanBradley
StateUtilityEngineer
5152391014
bryan.bradley@iowa.gov
IowaDepartmentofTransportation
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Will there be temporary overhead signals? (15’ standard height restriction)
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