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KNOXVILLE, Iowa (KCCI) —
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Police: Wrong-way driver causes fatal crash on Highway
92

Updated: 3:41 PM CDT May 26, 2018

A wrong-way driver died Saturday morning when she crashed her

minivan into a semitruck just south of Knoxville, authorities said.

Watch on DemandNOWCAST 

Share    

https://www.kcci.com/nowcast
javascript:void(0)
https://www.kcci.com/


5/28/2019 Police: Wrong-way driver causes fatal crash on Highway 92

https://www.kcci.com/article/police-wrong-way-driver-causes-fatal-crash-on-highway-92/20923712# 2/4

The accident happened at about 7:10 a.m. near Exit 62 on Highway 92, Knoxville police said in a

news release.
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An officer saw a white minivan headed east in the westbound lane, according to the news

release. The officer attempted to stop the driver, but the driver continued without slowing.

KNIA/KRLS

That’s when the minivan struck a semitrailer owned by Smith Fertilizer and Grain head-on.
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The 22-year-old female driver, who was the sole occupant of the van, was killed in the crash,

authorities said. She has been identified as Malloree Beth Murphy, of Pleasantville. The 71-

year-old male driver of the semitruck, identified as Ernest John Smith, of Knoxville, declined

any treatment at the scene.

It is unclear why Murphy was driving on the wrong side of the road.  

 

The westbound lanes of Highway 92 between Exit 60 and Exit 62 were closed for about three

hours while detectives investigated the scene.

  

 

Knoxville Police Department, Knoxville Fire and Rescue Department, Knoxville Rural Fire

Department, Marion County Sheriff’s Office, Iowa State Patrol and Iowa Department of

Transportation assisted at the scene.

Follow this story to get instant e-mail alerts from KCCI on the latest developments and

related topics.
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